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Figure 2- Vie\v of the Ooodtd community 

l4i!itori..:a.Uy. I.his 11rca bas been prone to 
SCYcre OoocUng. The major llnd more destructive 
Roods have occurred in the long summer 
seasons frQm April through October in 1907, 
1929. 1932. 1935. 1940, 1941, 1942, 1943, 
1945, 1946, 1949, 1950, 1959, 1960. 1961. 
19n, and 1978. 

Evacuations 

Oti October l 7, the f<Iarris Count)' OfTtee of 
Emergency Managemenl opened an emergency 
opentions center to coordinate the C\'acwttion 
of low·lying areas a long the San Jac into River 
bcf\,•cen w·allisvillc Ro3d and 1nlcrstate 10. The 
U.S. Coos1 Guard (Coasi Guard). already 
securing drifting barges, hazardous materials 
containers. and other items in response U) the 
emerger1cy, \\JBS requesrcd by l·larris Counl}' to 
assist in C\'acuating the Banana Bend area. 

The Coast Guard's life-saving searc.h and 
rescue operations were used to assist in 
removing more than 580 people fr(lm lhc flood 
w1ucrs, (See figure 2.) The majority or 
evacUl);tions in Hams Co1,1nty occ,1,yed along 1hc 
San Jacinto River. 

Initial Plp<illne Failures 

<xxon Rup/!Ke- A< 6:50 p.w. on October 19, 
an etea resideu1 telephoned the Exxon Pipeline 
Company (Exxon) control center to repC>rt a g.as 
odor. At 6:S3 p.m., Exxon shut dO\\'ll!i the 
pumps on its 8.-inch-diMtctcr liquefied 
pecroleum gas (1..PG) pipefiDe 1hat crossed 
beneath 01e SM Jacinto Rjver about 450 feel 
south o f the Interstate l 0 bridge. (Earlier that 
aftcmooJl. the Coast Guard had rcponcd 
sighting gas bubbling through che water and 
ronning a gas \fapor cloud just south of 1hc 
Interstate 10 bridge.) 

'T"he words "s}u,11 do"'"'" illd:ic11te th• an operatuc 
siol>f)Cd Jltllllflinl product through the plpt'lu'IC·. Wbe:n. 
pipclme$ #IC t'llut down, 111(.y remain 1111da ptd!Al~ Md 
vah'd rmuin open, unlt!.'1 ol!lcrwl9C Slated. 
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figutt 5 f "" .. ruptuml rop:hnc on ..... bank or new clwnncl 

flatf!W~ Sitct'Km Actn111t1 Oa Ociobcr 
J l. en aM~1plt110e of ae ~du Mn'• lxlnt 
cundtktaj to clean up the p1richnc. ttate 
~. '-'Mll'l&l Occantc and A~te 
... lllL"'11CMM ttpQamlt'\ft •tlhm &bt 
J.()4;(:"" lllftlfd « vd str«tln ~~kiiprd. 
JtJC•'-'llllft p.per dot m"lCWCld "..,_ •"·11labK 
hum opCMW'I' Tht3' dr.tft pap:r "'u 1n1cndod to 
he di.,Lu\11cd l1U~r y,·ilhiu lhc 1•11uuun14 Scc1inn 
411K) tJ•cn to be presented to lht I {)S(", 

l'hc '"'""'°*" ~ ''" tbc draft 
,.._.i Oc«Mic ...s "-......"' 
\dm..ntnlllt'Q doc•+all ..... tU act ... 
tbal !JklUkl be lHcn or tobtdcn:d bcl•'ft 
t ondU1>t1ng an 1~Jml bum 11'cy •nc to. 

I l>tlc1& tnd fuaahm .. ~un.,,. 
,j,..,_ 

l 0-idc Oft "'gofDO So°'; 

' ' 1111.' ls1ll1lo11 111i.I bwrn'tl of• r 11• l1a.t in (~l• C1rif•11lll) -

3. ~ II.RT _.,-al, put "lwpmcnt 
... ..undb)', 

..4+ Plan btifn t.pc:C1(.c,,. 

s. ~ ogt 1bc ....,.hi bum1nc • 

6 ' toftit.)f, rn~. mid c~ 1f -
ll1c dniR dac"n1C1\C 11.1a1cd lhJt II h*' bc<.-n 

1>rep~rcd In Anllclp111ion of ~<111th11.:t ing it1-.s11u 
burning ur 011 ur ull prudu1.;tJ In 1he Sn.n Jatil'IW 
Ri'-cr and UeKr1bcd &be pn>Ju.,;b 1n lhc: water a.. 
p<nl.., d-l l PCi . ....S I ho -\,._ cradc 
pill (l rdllled l.h.al 

• 

• 

11K. fltt "''' of fllut-h YMllef .;calc 

than • hN been. 

""-- c•f IM (wt ronttmitttg to be 
tti....d f~ the prpt • .., jitll .......... 

• 11.c ~1'.IOntAnCOuJ 1n-•1lu bumtng (tha1 
had occu1Tcd on (ktolH'.'r lO) on the 
ri.,·e:r had "1e11ll)' m luccd 1he umount 

















































































Logistics Command, or additional Area or Headquarters 
assistance) . 

9. COMMENTS: The key to the ICS organizational structure is. 
that it can continue to expand as the response requires, with 
minimal disruption to the organization. Incoming personnel 
should be informed of their assignment prior to arrival. MSO 
Houston recently published a "Personnel Planning for Contingency 
Operations" letter letting District (m) ana other MSOS in. the 
Eighth District know which personnel at this unit are qualified 
to fill ICS-type positions. This will facilitate trained 
personnel being dispatched to an incident. Using a standard 
skeletal organization will help the transition to larger response 
organizations when using personnel from outside the area. Also, 
industry response organizations will know what to expect on a 
nationwide basis when they become part of an Incident Command 
System. 
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